
 

YOUTH OF THE YEAR 
Since 1947, the Youth of the Year program has honored and celebrated the nation’s most inspiring 
youth and their incredible stories. The Youth of the Year is a prestigious honor bestowed upon an 
exemplary teen in recognition of their leadership, service, academic excellence, and dedication 
to living a healthy lifestyle. Now, in its 76th year, the Youth of the Year program honors America’s 
most awe-inspiring young people on their path to a great future. 

Boys & Girls Club of Northern Westchester (BGCNW) had its inaugural Youth of the Year 
Ceremony in 1995.    

Throughout the Youth of the Year journey, Boys and Girls Clubs recognize these outstanding 
young people at local, state, and regional levels before providing an opportunity for six of these 
teens to strive for the title of National Youth of the Year.  

Candidates wishing to participate in the Youth of the Year program at the local level complete an 
application portfolio consisting of a candidate bio, resume and cover letter, three (3) essays (My 
Club Experience, What Matters to Me, Personal Growth), two (2) letters of recommendation 
(Club, community), and supporting documents. 

The candidate who most demonstrates the qualities of leadership, commitment to academic 
achievement, commitment to advocacy, and commandment of public speaking will earn the title 
of BGCNW Youth of the Year and will go on to compete at the state level. Two additional runners-
up are chosen from amongst the candidates. The first is the Chris Cutri Memorial Scholarship 
Award, an honor bestowed on the candidate who possesses Chris’ qualities of a positive attitude, 
perseverance, strength in overcoming adversity, kindness and integrity, and sportsmanship 
(demonstrating fair play “win or lose” in the game of life). The second is awarded the Wilfred E. 
Jennings Leadership Award, an honor given in recognition of the candidate’s commitment to 
leadership, advocacy, and community service. The named Youth of the Year and runners-up 
receive scholarship funds for college. 

 

 

 


